LORD CLIVE                          CHAP.

and seven hundred sepoys, he had some difficulty in
crossing a rivulet under a smart fire from the fort. The
sepoys hesitated and held back, while Olive and the
Europeans pushed on to the foot of the breach, where
they were suddenly charged by a party of Tanjore
horse. So impetuous was the attack that twenty-six men
were cut down in a moment, and Olive himself narrowly
escaped being sabred.
At the close of the operations Olive, through the
influence of Lawrence, was appointed Commissary to
the British troops. He had, however, scarcely taken
over his duties when he was prostrated by a severe
attack of fever, accompanied " by a hard swelling at the
pit of the stomach/' which so affected his spirits that
the constant presence of an attendant was absolutely
necessary. On the subsidence of the fever he went to
Bengal for change of air, and returned with much im-
proved health; but his constitution had been so severely
shaken that " during the remainder of his life, excepting
when his mind was ardently engaged, the oppression on
his spirits frequently returned,"
Whilst the English were engaged in supporting the
cause of Seiaji, the French, under the guidance of
Dupleix, had been making themselves masters of the
Oarnatic. Soon after his arrival at Pondicherry
Dupleix entered into communication with Ohunda Sahib,
then a prisoner at Sahara. He deemed it prudent to
keep on friendly terms with a man who might again be
in a position to advance French commercial interests,
and did not at first think of questioning the power of
the native princes. There can, however, be little doubt
after Paradis had gained the victory of St. Thorn 6,